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we'll just have to wait we are also waiting for the schedule on to the space shuttle columbia which is 
scheduled now to go off in about eight or nine minutes in the meantime let's go back to frank reynolds here at 
the kennedy space center frank thank you david and with me here is gene cernan the commander of apollo 
17 one of the few citizens of the planet earth to have ever walked on the moon gene even as we come on we 
can see the uh orbiter access arm is being retracted frank we're in a final uh critical phases we're inside nine 
minutes now the con is resumed everything looks good the access arm is now coming back that is with the 
white room on it yes uh the crew now is uh is uh subsisting uh near totally on their own spacecraft just before 
launch and the clock shows 6 minutes and 15 seconds or so to go before a schedule liftoff at 7 19 eastern 
time this morning the launch window is very uh brief today it's only actually 33 minutes but we've had no 
indication of any difficulty and as we say the countdown is proceeding smoothly uh gene uh you met leonard 
brezhnev didn't you yes i did uh during the apollo soyuz uh program we had a couple meetings with them 
over there with the cosmonauts and with the astronaut crew that was your impression of the man i was very 
impressed a man in control a man who was uh obviously very interested in our space program and certainly 
very proud of his own well that certainly was a time for great of great pride in soviet union that they were able 
to take part in that joint effort with the united states we should point out that one of the men who is on board 
today uh of uh onboard columbia advanced brand was of course uh a member of the apollo sawyers crew in 
1975. well we are at five minutes and 20 seconds and you can see now let's take the beautiful picture there 
of the well not just the clock the clock by the way has uh i should say the uh that sign you saw alongside was 
telesat canada that is the name of one of the companies uh that uh has a satellite on board the uh 
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has a satellite on board the uh columbia that will be launched and that of course is what makes this mission 
so different isn't it well frank the most people out there i i believe they look there's another shuttle launch and 
we're on our way again but it's a little bit more important than that we have four crew members on board uh 
we have two commercial satellites and i stress the word commercial the crew is going to extend the 
capabilities of man and space on this flight again by going out eva or space walk if you will out in the payload 
bay where they may be able to repair satellites in the future the the bottom line of this mission is we are 
really launching into a commercial venture now in space and the payout over the number of years to come 
could be fantastic yes there will be two satellites launched from space we should quickly identify the 
members of the crew here is vance brand the commander in the upper left on the right colonel robert 


overmeyer the pilot of the united states marine corps vance brandt is the only one who has had any previous 
space experience in the lower left dr joe allen of crawfordsville indiana dr allen is a physicist and on the lower 
right on your screen is uh dr bill lenore who is a phd also with a advanced degrees in electrical engineering 
well there we are the clock three minutes and 45 seconds and there she sits the bird nestled there in that 
familiar setting at 39a you see the two solid rocket boosters alongside the uh columbia is actually mated of 
course to the huge et the external tank that will power it on up into orbit and i think our satellite will be 
launched this afternoon this afternoon after about eight hours the first satellite will uh be launched by the uh 
two scientists astronauts if you will but they're very much operational astronauts uh you know i went out 
there last night and i looked at the engine that columbia is besides being a beautiful bird it was almost like 
after four flights she really knew now where her role in life was to be she was ready to go to work ready to 
really reach out and 
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really reach out and accomplish something and the weather just could not be better there are practically no 
clouds the sun has come out and it appears now that colombia and the four astronauts will zoom off into a 
cloudless sky and what is certainly going to be a spectacular only two minutes and 45 seconds away let's 
begin to listen now to launch control t-minus two minutes 40 seconds and counting the gaseous oxygen vent 
arm uh will be retracted shortly t minus two minutes thirty seconds and counting the fuel cells ground supply 
of oxygen and hydrogen has been terminated and the vehicle is now on its onboard supply and the gaseous 
oxygen bent arm is being retracted lifting off of the nose of the external tank t minus two minutes ten seconds 
and counting the main engines have been moved to their start position and the astronauts have cleared the 
caution and warning memories of their on-board computers and verified that there are no unexpected errors 
one minute 57 seconds the liquid hydrogen vent valve has been closed and flight pressurization is underway 
how long they've waited for this gene some of these people been in the program since one minute well this 
this crew doesn't have a grade a lot of that a great amount of experience in flight but they're probably the 
most well trained through the point of [Music] really add a new dimension to our capabilities in space come 
on gene let's turn around one minute watch it now frank you're getting you're putting yourself in launch mode 
again oh i tell you it can never be usual or the custom thing quite pressure this has to be perhaps one of the 
finest days we've seen yet for a long time oh yes it's just perfect that every eye down here now is trained out 
across the swamp t-minus marshland 
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out across the swamp t-minus marshland here we're about three and a half miles away for the sound 
suppression system [Music] the hydrogen igniters under the orbiter's engines have been armed these 
devices are used to ensure that any hydrogen flowing through the engines prior to ignition does not 
accumulate causing a small explosion t minus 40 seconds we're just seconds away from switching 
commands of the countdown from the ground computers to the onboard computers and the srb development 
flight instrument recorders are on [Music] world standby for a celebration on 11 veterans for main engine 
ignition we have main engine session three two one and solid further ignition with two satellites on board and 
the shuttle has cleared the power for the sound program columbia houston now controlling mission control 
confirms role maneuver started 20 seconds thrust looks good 26 seconds rolling over completed 30 seconds 
columbia now one nautical mile in altitude throttling engines down to 85 percent is programmed march 42nd 
columbia now two and a half nautical miles in altitude one nautical miles downrange [Music] 50 seconds 
[Music] 
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is we might be able to see this one forever [Music] they grew up flight depression because they had wind 
columbia moving out i was free playing those three good engines one minute 45 seconds the brand over 
maryland now coming to the last race for the earth's atmosphere colombia now 19 nautical miles altitude 18 
nautical miles downrange [Music] just about 10 seconds away from the separation of the uh standing by now 


for solid rocket booster separation confirmation roger pc [Music] 15 seconds confirmed solid rocket booster 
separation so colombia is still made it now to begin with external time 22 seconds onboard guidance is 
converging colombia is now steering for a precise winner in space for main engine cut off getting a thirty one 
two forty three nautical miles down the range we've got about six more minutes of that main engine to burn 
here to get them into orbit [Music] this is usually your first stage was a low one everybody's still staring up in 
the sky two minutes [Music] i told you she was ready to go she just 
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i told you she was ready to go she just looked last night but she wanted to go to work this morning we just 
had a picture of launch control i suppose unbelievable sensation of riding that bird in his face the vibration 
and the noise is for the most part been left behind after those solid boosters drop off it's a smooth ride very 
kind of quiet reported to be very smooth ride frank i don't know i i want to give it another try go up there and 
give you a report for myself firsthand into the program i'm going to re-enlist here very quickly well joe allen 
actually was in and then uh went out for a time didn't he yeah joe had some second thoughts and uh the 
opportunity came to fly certainly not as soon as [Music] dr joe allen and dr bill o'neil [Music] faculty at yale 
and uh lenoir was on the faculty at mit here's a replay now please operational church satellites on board has 
cleared the talons this is a replay which occurred just four and a half minutes ago control confirmed for all 
maneuvers of course the skies were so clear [Music] 20 seconds plus looks good 26 seconds role maneuver 
completed 30 seconds one nautical mile in altitude throttling engines down it's amazing to me yet that we 
can put all that preciseness into this 
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all that preciseness into this marketplace and a half nautical miles in altitude one nautical mile the mission 
that's ahead celebration in the years here's another replay we'd like to show it to you over and over again in 
the time that we have good engines like first yeah and as long as when they check out everybody says go 
then they'll silence at this point and now she's down there she goes and what a sight today [Music] see the 
quick roll over almost uh just seconds after she clears the tower you know it's amazing to see what is an 
airplane in our cosmetic sense to be standing on its tail and point it skyward and then just roll on his back it's 
a you know for a pilot that's sort of tribute [Music] well this is a replay that you're watching now columbia is 
already six minutes into the mission we are about two minutes and five seconds or so away from the 
separation of colombia and the e.t the external tank that provides the main source of power and fuel to 
propel colombia into orbit six minutes and uh 19 20 seconds into the mission they're over the south atlantic 
and she is now capable uh she loses an engine to land at the car she no longer has to come home in 
senegal well colombia has soared off into space she's not yet achieved orbit she will very shortly everything 
is going well and our coverage of space shuttle columbia will continue in a moment abc news live coverage 
of the launch of columbia is brought to you by mastercard 
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international 
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here again from the kennedy space center frank reynolds yes and we're seeing a shot now from the uh 
chase plane you can still see the contrails of the uh of the chase plane as it moves there's the vab here at uh 
Canaveral we are nine minutes and 24 seconds into the mission of columbia the fifth mission of colombia 
we've already had the main engine cut off and the electrical tank has been jettisoned we are hearing that 
they are go for they are in a nominal orbit uh they have jettisoned the external tank uh that they use for fuel 
and uh everything looks like it's super perfect so they are uh they are on their own so to speak because the 
auxiliary power has now all been used the two solid rocket boosters and the external tanks very closely lynn i 
think it all goes well there at the mission control in uh in houston so far we have no indication other than that 
frank there you see mission control right now everybody is obviously taking over as usual once the shuttle 


clears the tower all control shifts right here to houston and that's exactly what's going on in fact houston is 
going to be particularly important this trip because this afternoon the shuttle starts going into business right 
away when the payload bay doors open when they get up onto orbit that means the shuttle will really be 
open for business because those two satellites inside one of them will be deployed this afternoon if all goes 
well the other satellite will be deployed tomorrow afternoon and then on sunday morning this payload bay 
once again will be the site of the big action 
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big action of the shuttle this mission the space walk by joe allen and bill the north three and a half hours in 
the payload bay going back and forth doing a bunch of chores uh those are some of the things that make this 
mission very different when the first shuttle is deployed this afternoon part of what's going to be happening is 
that the shuttle will be starting to pay for itself not quite on this mission nasa taking in only something like 17 
million dollars that's just a very tiny dent in the 250 million dollars they say that spf 5 is costing but um and 
general abramson incidentally has mentioned that they are in the lost leader part of the program the idea of 
course is that ultimately the shuttle will be able to cover its expensive expenses maybe make a little bit of a 
profit as it's launching satellites this mission is also a bargain for telus out of canada and for the satellite 
business services the people who are putting up those birds uh they've got the rates that will go up at more 
than double within a couple of years so everybody seems to be doing pretty well assuming everything gets 
launched okay again we will see the first satellite being deployed sometime later this afternoon if all goes 
well we do not expect to have live television coverage of that but they will be taking pictures of it when they 
do it and then those pictures will get transmitted back down here to earth when they pass over a station 
where they can do that uh and so we will we will actually see it go up and we will see the shuttle go into 
business and we'll be here to show you all of that frank thank you lynn thank you very much well we are 12 
minutes and 30 seconds into the mission at this uh moment colombia is more than 1500 miles away from 
cape canaveral heading across the coast of africa and it's still on its first orbit all is going very well indeed 
lynn mentioned the uh well before we do that i wanted to talk about the satellites but let's see the replay once 
again and we'll see this replay is taken from one of the chase planes actually up above this is something you 
we've never seen before as i can recall anyway here is the actual log 
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anyway here is the actual log as viewed from one of the uh chase planes nasa planes that is a spectacular 
uh ringside seat before now i noticed the blimp was in the area this launched today i don't think i'd want to be 
in a blender it was a magnificent the visibility today was unbelievable i believe we could see that uh vehicle 
as far as 300 miles away okay let's see it from another angle now here we are right down at ground level 
watch the ignition of the powerful engines you really get a feel for the surge yes it just kind of disappears 
there in a cloud of steam and already it's moving watch it come up out of that cloud now here it goes and 
that's just wall of flame stretching almost all the way down to the ground frank james michener just launched 
today a little bit earlier and i would be very interested in his uh feelings about this has he seen one before 
he's written i believe he has certainly uh certainly the apollo launching i'm not sure i believe he's also seen a 
shuttle launch but as i say each one sort of the first time it is [Music] the apollo looked like it had every right 
to go up it looked like a rocket two and a half nautical mile this thing one article the two solid rocket boosters 
on the side and that big tank and the uh actual spacecraft which is also a space plane just kind of nestled to 
it just wonder if it's ever going to get off the ground one at a time now well one of the exciting things uh you 
know you even mentioned before is to watch it go up here on its tail and a few days later in edwards literally 
watch the same vehicle come in and make a landing is uh it's sort of a special kind of identity you have with 
that uh with that bird and this will be the last uh flight for colombia for a while 
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last uh flight for colombia for a while it'll uh get a break columbia will actually uh let's see when will the next 
flight of colombia be well next fight will be about uh about nine about a year from now october but there will 
be uh other flights challenger the second of the uh spacecraft will be coming along for the next mission in 
january or february of next year our coverage of the space shuttle columbia will continue in just a moment 
[Music] you 


END 


